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If you believe your civil rights have
been violated, we encourage you to
report TSA screening discrimination
directly to the TSA and the Sikh Co-
alition via our mobile app, FlyRights.
Download the app at: http://fly-
rights.org/

You can also file complaints with the
TSA online at: https://www.tsa.gov/
contact-center/form/complaints

BEFORE TRAVELING

+ You may sign up for TSA Precheck at TSA.gov
to expedite the security checkpoint process. A
background check will be performed, asking
you questions about citizenship, and re-
questing additional information. If successful,
you will be provided with a Known Traveler
Number (KTN) for use every time you make a
reservation.

« Make sure the details on the airline reservation
match the information on your traveler’s iden-
tification (ID) that will be used during travel.

« The TSA is aware that Sikh travelers may wear
traditional clothing and/or carry religious
items, such as a dastaar, kara, and kangha.

+ The kirpan must be checked into baggage and
cannot be worn or carried through check-
points. The Sikh Coalition does not endorse
this policy.

« Remember to place salais, dastaar pins, or oth-
er grooming tools in your carry on or checked
luggage as they may set off metal detectors or
other screening technology.

AT THE AIRPORT

+ Arrive 2 hours early for domestic flights & 3
hours early for international flights for secu-
rity screening and communicate any specific
needs to the TSA Officer prior to screening to
ensure a smooth screening experience, includ-
ing your turban, accommodations, delicate/
fragile items, sensitive items, or body areas.

+ You have a right to be accompanied by a
travel companion of your choice during the
screening process. The companion must be re-
screened after providing assistance involving
physical contact.

+ The 3-1-1 liquids rule for carry-ons allows each
traveler to have liquids, gels, aerosols, creams
and pastes in quantities of 3.4 ounces (100ml)
or less per container; in 1 quart sized, clear,
plastic, zip-top bag; and in one bag. (This rule
does not apply to medically-necessary liquids
for travelers with disabilities and medical
conditions. However, you will need to declare
medically-necessary liquids for inspection at
the checkpoint, and officers may need to con-
duct additional screening of these items.)
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1. Itis best to thoroughly wash your hands with soap prior to entering TSA checkpoints to avoid any oils or
contaminants on your hands. (Please note some soaps may cause false positives due to oils or scents.)

2. You may be chosen for screening through either a Walk-Through Metal Detector (WTMD) or an Advanced
Imaging Technology (AIT) machine. Advanced Imaging Technology, a full body scanner, screens
passengers for metallic and/or non-metallic threats, such as guns or explosives, that may be concealed
under a person’s clothing. Any threats the technology scans will appear on a generic outline of a person on
a screen, which is intended to preserve privacy.

3. You have aright to refuse the AIT machine and request a pat-down. You may not request screening
through WTMD instead of AlT.

4. You may be required to adjust your clothing during the pat-down. The officer will advise you of procedures
to help you anticipate actions that will be taken.

5. Travelers wearing turbans may be subject to additional security screening, including traveler self-
conducted pat-downs or officer-conducted pat-downs, and swab tests for traces of explosives. You may
request that the officer change their gloves and swabs prior to testing.

6. If either of the screening technologies alarms during the process, you will undergo a pat-down, which will
be conducted by an officer of the same gender, as that which you present or declare. Pursuant to TSA's
eligibility criteria, you may request a self pat-down of your turban, and the officer will do a swab test for
traces of explosives on your hands, once the self pat-down is completed. You may also be chosen for a pat-
down randomly. Should you decide that a TSA officer conduct the pat-down, you may request that they
change gloves and swabs prior to doing so.

7. If you undergo a pat-down, you have a right to a private screening with a companion of your choice.
Private screening areas must have a mirror available if removing your turban is necessary. You may request
a chair if you need to sit.

8. If TSA requests that your turban be removed for an additional screening, it should only occur after all other
screenings have been completed and resulted in positive indications. If you are asked to remove your
turban, you have a right to a private screening with a companion of your choice. Private screening
areas must have a mirror available if removing your turban is necessary. You may request a chair if you
need to sit.

9. Sensitive areas such as breasts, groin, and buttocks are included in the pat-downs and pat-downs require
sufficient pressure to ensure detection. TSA Officers use the back of their hands for pat-downs over
sensitive areas of the body. In limited cases, additional screening involving a sensitive area pat-down with
the front of the hand may be needed to determine that a threat does not exist.

10. If you arrive at a checkpoint & have any concerns before, during, or after the screening process,
immediately ask to speak with a Supervisory Transportation Security Officer (STSO) or a Passenger
Support Specialist (PSS).

REQUEST DIRECT ASSISTANCE FROM TSA CARES: Toll-free helpline: 1-855-787-2227, available for all questions about
screening or help at checkpoints, from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. ET., Monday through Friday, & 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. on weekends &
holidays. If you would like to arrange assistance at checkpoints, TSA recommends calling at least 72 hours ahead of travel so
TSA has the opportunity to coordinate support.

The Sikh Coalition does not endorse these TSA policies, and this document should not be construed as legal advice. It is
merely providing information to Sikh travelers on TSA policies during the screening process.
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